
  

  

Upton Junior School 

Effective Marking 

Parent Guidance 

Learning Objective and Success Criteria 

Success Criteria 

Every lesson has a Success Criteria. 

These are either prepared before the 

lesson or generated as a class.  

Success Criteria help the children 

understand the steps they need to take 

in order to achieve their Learning 

Objective.  

These are referred to throughout the 

lesson and acknowledged at the end of 

the lesson/ during the marking and 

ticked off  

Learning objective  

All lessons have a clear 

Learning Objective 

which is recorded by the 

child or provided on a 

sticker.   



 Challenge Stickers/ Activities 

Challenge stickers  

Within your children’s books there 

will be challenge stickers.  

These will either be at the start of 

a piece of work stating they have 

begun on a more challenging task 

through self-choice or during a 

lesson if they progress on to a 

more challenging task or activity.  

 



        

 

  

Marking Sticker 

Marking sticker 

Every lesson will have a marking sticker. 

This will identify how successful 

children have been in achieving their 

Learning Objective.  

Marking Stickers as with all stickers 

are unique to each teacher but are 

mostly colour coded to show success. 

These will either be green or amber, 

with a next step or further support in 

red pen.  



  

  

Self-Assessment – 

 English and Maths 

Self-Assessment 

Self-Assessment stickers/ tasks 

should be completed when appropriate 

at least once every two weeks.  

These can be during a lesson or at the 

end/ beginning of a topic.  

Self- Assessment encourages children 

to identify strengths and areas to 

improve with in their own work.  

Examples of Self-Assessment 

are shown here. These can 

range from BOF (A numerical 

scale from 1-10 on which they 

can rate how much effort they 

are putting into their 

learning), a traffic light 

assessment (showing how well 

they understand) to tasks 

which relate to the lesson or 

activity undertaken.  



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

In addition to the other 

strategies used for Self-

Assessment, at Upton we 

encourage the children to use, 

the ‘thinking hats’ allowing 

them to consider different 

areas of thinking.  These 

include, facts, positives, areas 

to develop and feelings.  

Self-Assessment  

 English and 

Maths 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Peer Assessment 

As with self –Assessment, 

these should be completed 

once every two weeks. 

Peer Assessment - English and Maths 

This allows the children to 

look through another’s book to 

identify strengths/ areas to 

develop. This in turn helps 

them to find success in their 

own work and identify areas 

which could be improved.  



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Children respond well when 

a partner has identified an 

area to develop and this 

helps to create a culture of 

ongoing improvement and 

editing.  

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Gorgeous Green, Amber Action and 

Purple Polishing. 
 

Gorgeous Green,  Amber Action 

(GG, AA) 

For a writing task, teachers will 

mark using Gorgeous Green and 

Amber Action. Looking through the 

work, the teacher will identify at 

least three aspects which are 

gorgeous – linked to SC/ Spag focus 

(or generally good for the child) – 

teachers may choose to write these 

at end or in the margin next to 

pieces highlighted.  



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

In addition to this they will 

identify one aspect in amber to 

be improved in some way.  

The child is then told through a 

red pen comment how to improve 

this section in an amber box 

using purple pen completed 

during the next lesson.   

Purple Polishing Pen  



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Green Pen Questions 

GPQ 

The majority of lessons should 

have a GPQ (green pen question). 

These should relate to the 

learning from the lesson taught. 

It could be a misconception the 

children held, an area they 

struggled with or help to 

challenge learning further. 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

Questions range in style but will 

all be answered with a green pen.  

These are completed when the 

children begin their next lesson 

and can help to settle the 

children and prepare them for 

the learning ahead. . 


