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Date Set 29.01.21
Date Due 03.02.21

Create a fact file about an animal that is extinct. 
For example, you might want to create a fact file about the dodo bird, the woolly mammoth, a tyrannosaurus rex, or a different dinosaur or extinct animal! Research as much information about your extinct creature as you can. 
In your fact file try to include…
· The name of your animal
· A drawing or diagram of what your animal looked like 
· The approximate date of extinction
· Height of the animal
· Weight of the animal
· Its diet (what the animal ate)
· Its habitat (where it lived)
· Reason for extinction
· Any other information you can find.
How you present your fact file is completely up to you, you can type on here or create it at home and take a picture. Remember to upload your photos. Have fun!





Komodo dragons are in fact, lizards, and they are by far the largest lizards on Earth. These lizards can grow up to ten feet long (three meters), approximately the length of a small car. They’re heavy, too - they can weigh up to 154 pounds on average, but have been weighed up to 135 kilograms, which is approximately the same weight as a panda bear!
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Hunting & Diet
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The Land Of The Dragons
The conditions are far from hospitable. Steep hills, rocky ground and shallow soil make up the landscape of the dragons' home. Fires and long droughts are common. Rain is sparse, averaging 800mm on a good year. Temperatures can reach 40-43degC after the dry season.

In the harsh environment of these islands, food is not easy to come by. Reptiles have the advantage in the race for the top predator status under these conditions because they have a much lower total energy requirement than mammals.
 
Adaptations to the habitat
The Komodo dragon has many fascinating adaptations to survive in the harsh, rugged islands.

The Komodo uses the food it eats very efficiently. They eat almost everything of their prey and extract almost all nutrition from what they eat. So they don't need to feed often. It appears that in the wild, the dragons eat very well about once a month. They only eat a few small tidbits between these larger irregular meals.
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	In addition, the Komodo dragon can put away large quantities of food in a short time. In an environment where food is hard to come by, the Komodo dragon needs to eat as much as possible when it can. And it has to do this fast before other, possibly bigger Komodo dragons arrive at the scene. To swallow huge chunks of meat, like a snake, the dragon has movable joints in its skull and jaws that allow the lower jaw to be opened unusually wide. Its throat and jaw muscles allow it to swallow huge chunks of meat rapidly. The stomach also expands easily, allowing this huge intake of food--up to 80% of its starved body weight in one sitting! A 50kg animal is recorded to have consumed a 31kg pig in just 17 minutes!



Komodo dragons rarely need to drink. They get 85% of their liquid from their prey, another adaptation of their efficient digestive system to their dry environment. Very little fluid is excreted.

What does it eat?
	The Komodo dragons are totally carnivorous and will eat anything they can overpower. While smaller Komodos have to be content with eggs, lizards, snakes and rodents, the larger ones hunt deer, wild pigs, water buffalos and even horses. Komodo dragons are cannibalistic, and adults will prey on young ones as well as old and sick dragons. Other dragons may make up to 10% of a dragon's diet. There are few verified accounts of dragons actually attacking living humans to eat them, although like any other animal, they will attack in self-defense





State of vulnerability 
· Hunting and loss of natural habitat. The main threats to Komodo dragons are related to poaching and the loss of habitat...
· Manufacture of accessories. One factor that has affected the population of Komodo dragons is the use of firearms. In...
· Other causes. Despite its ferocious nature and having existed for millions of years, the population of Komodo dragons is 2,89
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