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Yayoi Kusama was horn in

Japan on 22 March 1929. She
was horn into a rich family.

From .an ear. . Yayol w.as
' J lka .dots,
e e i

Yamois Lfamily didnt w.ant
J’LZW to hecome .an .artist. Her
mother would take ow.oy her
drowings .and try to stop her
from doing any more. This
was hecause Yayois Lformily
expected her to get .married
and hove children, instead .of
getting . joh.
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Viisions

When Yoyoi w.as ten years old, she started to
experiernce stronge visions (pictures in her head).
She would later describe them .as ‘flashes of light,

auras or dernse [i of dots’. The ~isions

sometimes Mﬁ,dbi it -colowred [lowers. These
visions helped Yool t making art uwsing polka

It was around this time that the Second World

War hegan. Yoyoi says she will never for the
waxm,dﬁifmxm,gjiugwm,ﬂwbombmﬁwzrz’

near. The darkness during air roids w.os very
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Starting to Be .an A,r,tus,t

‘ mxwm,czdhergfw:ﬁ,tolzthzx study at .art
%gz In 1948, she to the Kyoto City
Specialist S,cho,oi,ogf Arts.

Around this time, Y.auol
to ther dewelo

fgfgﬂnmzﬁu Lka #

dots. She them

,on,p,ap,e,r,tobzgmwuh

%mmg;

to p,cu.n,t them on w,a,U/s
floors, household ,obd,e,obs
and even her ossistont!
Yauwoi called these series

OJ mﬂw doks infinity
-
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Yauoi became interested
in the .art of an
American artist, Georgia
O'Kz%i.) Georgia w.os
well-know.n for painting
pictures of giant [lowers,
landscapes. Y.auoi wrote
to Georgio .ahout heing
an aortist in America wond

was thuilled when

Georgia replied,
m»gg%g that Yayoi
shouwld .move to America
to show her art.
In 1957, %nwjvzd Lo
America, living in Seattle

Jirst bhefore settling in ‘ k

New York City.
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At first, Yauyoi found it

UL mowing to a different

untry and living in a hig

L0,
city, particularly when trying

to compete in the .male-
,d,onwwbte,d. art world. She

to stoy with her, s she
was worried about Yool
living in such .o big city on
her .own.
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In 1959, Yayoi had her first art exhibition. An .art

exhibhition is when an artists work is disployed Lor
to come and look at. Sometimes, they .may even ﬁyﬁm
art. After her [first exhibition, Yauyoi began to become guite
famous. She .also got to know .other famous artists, such
as Andy Warhol and Exva Hesse.

twinkl.com



twinkl.com



Yauwoi has created

Plsces A
which she

infinity rooms.

| R S RSB s ; R, These .are rooms
(T S s 53 e e
e o8 ﬁéa&ﬁ%ﬁ‘w i %@;Wﬁ &”-4"%7 i lined with. .mirrors.

; Y
e T L

People can then
ender the room .and
stand on small
platforms. The
mirrors give the
impression that the
1o0m never ends
and the .art keeps
going.
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Performance Art

Performance art is when an
artist uses their own hody to
comhbine visuwal ort with
Adramatic movement or
actions.

Yauwoi has .made lots .of
performance .ort. In 1966, she
created ‘Walking Piece’. She
wore a traditional Japanese
kimono .and carried .a
parasol while w.alki

through the streets of New ‘

York.
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Yayoi has also '
———
phones, as well as make-up
and jewellery for famous
fashion designers.

Continuing her love .o otr.
om when she w.as i ﬁjl,d:‘é

layoi has written hooks of ’
poetry.

In 2003, she wrote a
book about her life called

‘Tnfinity Nef.
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Try Lt

Why not try creating your own polka-dot .art? You could

B2 LCIOUONS, tips or paint. You could draw your

,ppik,a%,on%apzx or maybe even .an ohject - ﬁﬁkz

Alre Mou sk a grown ups permission first! You could
mirrors o make youwr art look like it never ends.
RN B | sy
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